
 

3 Ways a CPIM Certification Catapults Your Career Trajectory  
 

As the world changes and technology rapidly evolves, people require access to goods and 
services at an unprecedented level. As a result, global supply chains become more complex and 
the demand for agile, knowledgeable supply chain professionals grows. But with this demand 
comes opportunity – skilled professionals who are able to tackle the complexity present in 
today’s supply chain will be able to advance their careers, grow as individuals, and eventually 
help improve their organization as result. 
 

But the question is – how does an individual become the skilled professional that the supply 
chain needs right now? By earning a Certification of Production Inventory Management (CPIM), 
supply chain professionals gain the skills and knowledge needed to improve day-to-day 
processes and operations.  
 
Let’s break down the 3 ways CPIM catalyzes a supply chain professional’s career trajectory. 
 

1.      Increases recognition and marketability in the field 
 

CPIM is a universally well-recognized and well-respected designation in the supply chain field. A 
CPIM certification demonstrates that an individual has the skills and knowledge needed to excel 
and lead in the industry, increasing employee credibility within their organization and beyond. 
In fact, those who are CPIM certified have enjoyed a 65% increase in hiring potential as a result 
of their certification. And according to a survey of more than 1,700 supply chain professionals, 
those who hold an industry certification like a CPIM earn a median salary that is 18% higher 
than those who are not certified.  
 

Beyond tangible benefits like a higher salary, a CPIM also helps workers stand out among peers. 
Mike Rossey, CPIM, Supply Planning Leader at Honeywell Safety Products, sums it up best, 
when he stated, “Most people today have college degrees, so that no longer sets you apart, but 
having an APICS certification proves that you have the knowledge and resources to achieve 
your goals.”  
 

Beyond a great resume builder, a CPIM sends a message to employers or potential employers – 
that an individual has the knowledge and understanding needed to take their career to the next 
level and make a real impact on an organization.  
 

2.      Helps supply chain professionals develop a deeper and broader understanding of their 
industry 

 

A CPIM certification doesn’t just look good on paper – it provides those certified with a greater 
and holistic understanding of the supply chain industry. That’s because CPIM gives supply chain 
professionals the understanding needed to effectively evaluate and manage supply chain 
activities, such as planning, purchasing, inventory management, or scheduling products and 
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services. CPIM helps to elevate an individual’s knowledge, ultimately enabling them to drive 
efficiency in planning and operations.  
 

The value of a CPIM certification to supply chain professionals and their organizations is 
perhaps best showcased by full-service turnkey package provider Load King Manufacturing. The 
company turned to an APICS education program to help their employees – new and seasoned – 
understand industry terminology and speak a common language, increasing overall employee 
operational knowledge in a time of growth.  
 

Load King employees immediately noticed how their CPIM education benefited their 
organization. As Ricky Regnier, project manager II noted, “Being able to speak the same 
language and understand the unique challenges throughout the organization not only makes 
my job easier but also has helped me pass along the necessary information to other 
departments to make their jobs easier.”  
 

3.      Gives individuals the knowledge to improve day-to-day processes and make a tangible 
impact on operations 

 

Professionals who earn their CPIM certification can translate knowledge from their studies and 
make improvements in their organization’s processes and practices, inherently helping their 
business run smoother and with more cohesion.  
 

As Chad Grimm, COO of Load King notes, “APICS helped with educating our team on how to 
bring order and properly defined organization to frequently conflicting functions and 
departments.” Load King’s results are indicative of the larger benefits of CPIM, as one of the 
benefits of CPIM is that it gives candidates a zoomed-out view of their respective organization, 
showing them how their function interplays with that of other departments. This breeds a 
better working relationship between departments and functions across the organization.  
 

An additional benefit of CPIM is that it grants individuals with the technical know-how to up-
level their organization’s systems and processes and maximize ROI on their technology 
investments.  
 

In the instance of Load King, the team was in the process of establishing a new ERP system as 
employees embarked on their journey to CPIM certification. A CPIM education helped Load 
King employees to understand the full relationships associated with setting up a bill of materials 
(BOMs), clarify multi-level and single-level BOMs and purchased parts, and identify how the 
collection of accurate data impacts performance analysis. Grimm explains, “When setting up 
BOM structures, what appears to be fairly straightforward can have a significant positive or 
negative effect on the resulting outcome for different aspects of the company.” Using 
knowledge gained from CPIM, Load King employees assured that the resulting outcomes were 
positive.  
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For those looking to boost their career and positively impact their organization and industry, 
earning a CPIM is a great place to start. CPIM provides motivated supply chain professionals 
with the knowledge base and understanding to improve processes, as well as increase 
recognition and credibility for the importance of supply chain efforts overall.  
 

Whether an individual is looking to take on a leadership position in their organization, applying 
for a dream supply chain role at a new company, or seeking to increase their salary, gaining a 
CPIM certification provides a stepping-stone to a better tomorrow.  
 

Reap the benefits of a CPIM today by getting started with the certification process. Learn more 
today. https://apicstc.org/CPIM_Certification 


